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Historic Environment Scotland is the lead 
public body established to investigate, care for 
and promote Scotland’s historic environment.

We’re a non-departmental public body with 
charitable status. We’re governed by a Board of     
Trustees, who were appointed by Scottish  
Ministers.

We’re responsible for more than 300 properties of 
national importance. Buildings and 
monuments in our care include Edinburgh  
Castle, Skara Brae, Fort George and numerous 
smaller sites.

We’re also responsible for internationally 
significant collections including more than 5  
million drawings, photographs, negatives and 
manuscripts, along with 20 million aerial 
images of locations across the world.

We invest about £14 million a year in national 
and local organisations, supporting building 
repairs, ancient monuments, archaeological work, 
the Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme and 
the voluntary sector.

Our conservation experts provide guidance,  
training and technical research into Scotland’s 
built environment. Through our outreach  
programme, we promote community and in-
dividual learning engagement with Scotland’s 
heritage. We contribute to the Scottish  

Government’s strategy to tackle climate change 
and reduce Scotland’s carbon footprint.

Our vision
We want to make sure Scotland’s heritage is 
cherished, understood, shared and enjoyed with 
pride by everyone.

Our mission
Through enhancing knowledge and understanding 
of our cultural heritage, we aim to protect and 
conserve it, both now and for future generations.
We want to share and celebrate our heritage with 
the world.

Our values
Collaboration: working closely and inclusively with 
others
Professionalism: striving for excellence in everything 
we do
Innovation: being forward-looking and creative, 
embracing change
Openness: transparency in our business and in our 
relationships
Respect: for the contribution everyone makes and in 
the way we treat one another
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Pass Benefits
Free Admission 
To all 77 of our paid attractions
Free Events
Entry to daytime events

Fast Track Entry
Entry to Edinburgh Castle and 
Stirling Castle
Discounted Audio Tours
20% Discount on audio tours 
through Edinburgh Castle

Explorer Passes
Free admission to Scotland’s top 
visitor attractions is yours with an Explorer Pass and 
if you buy your pass during our winter promotion 
(1 November 2016 - 31 March 2017) you get even 
more value for money.  

Our special winter explorer pass offer allows access 
to over 30 properties across Scotland including 
Edinburgh Castle, Stirling Castle and Urquhart 
Castle.

Buy an Explorer Pass valid for 3 days or 7 days and 
visit as many of our properties as you wish within 
that time – for no additional cost.

A 3-day pass can be used on any 3 days within a 
5-day period. A 7-day pass is for any 7 days within 
a 14-day period. Multiple sites can be visited on any 
single day. You can visit a specific site only once.

Explore Scotland

Scottish Hertiage Passes
Open the door to the best Historic Environment 
Scotland and National Trust for Scotland attractions 
with a single pass. For each day that a pass is valid, 
its owner can visit a wide range of Scotland’s must-
see heritage attractions – for no additional cost.

The Scottish Heritage Pass is sold exclusively to the 
travel trade. You will earn 20% commission on all 
sales of the pass.

Popular attractions covered by the pass include: 
-Edinburgh Castle
-Culloden Battlefield
-Urquhart Castle
-Stirling Castle

Passes are valid for any 7 consecutive days between 1 
April and 31 October. A pass is activated on its first 
use.

Check out our website 
for a calendar of events:

Historicenvironment.scot

Greenfield Tower
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School Programmes
Our great value, expert-led activities support 
Curriculum for Excellence and offer inspiring, 
hands-on experiences for learners aged 3 to 18.

Early years and primary school activities:
The multi-sensory approaches and creative mediums 
we use in our activities for young learners make early 
school trips extra special.

Primary school activities may involve:
Popular topics like castles and Mary Queen of Scots
curriculum areas such as sciences, technologies and 
expressive arts. 

-Discovery Sessions that can be tailored to your class 
project. 

-Read about our Medieval Construction Science 
Show.

Secondary school activities:
Activities are flexible, so we can cater to the needs of 
individual teachers, classes and groups. Many activ-
ities can be tailored to specific learning needs and 
booked on dates to suit you.

Our sites are excellent places for secondary 
schools to:
Support the learning of social studies topics
inspire creativity in art, drama and writing.

Teacher activities:
We offer continuing professional development 
(CPD) events for teachers. These can help you to de-
velop skills in using Scotland’s historic environment 
to support Curriculum for Excellence. CPD events 
also let you try out our activities and resources for 
yourself.

Apprenticeships 
Caring for the built environment calls for skills 
training, so we offer apprenticeships in most trades.

Skills training is integral to caring for the built envi-
ronment.

Historic Environment Scotland trains apprentice:
-Stonemasons
-Joiners
-Plumbers
-Electricians
-Painters 

We advertise all vacancies on Historicenvironment.
scot as they arise, including apprenticeships.

Ranger Service 
Our Ranger Service is based at Holyrood Park, 
Linlithgow Peel and the Heart of Neolithic Orkney 
World Heritage Site, and works on sites across our 
estate. As well as patrol and survey sites and assist the 
emergency services, our rangers educate visitors of all 
ages about our sites.

Rangers give visitors the chance to learn about the 
many different aspects of the special places they pro-
tect. Guided walks, group tours and other events led 
by the Ranger Service cover history, wildlife, folklore 
and much more.

Wes Creek
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Et quam sentus et es patiam dii factam 
Patisquem acchuit. C. Ovemper esimort-
erfes clerterniam furoximis ret? Nihilnest 
nume ta, ponsu consuppliu vocutemus 
nos firtuam quasdam sulus vid Cupicia 
vis ses? Nihilicae conia publica etiliaedet 
adduc me tere ia clut essede iam es? At 
derferipicis aciis oma, ducisque imisque 
cridi popopul atastris conia? Volica viv-
eribus diemus resimili, vivili praribus 
senimac chiliu ma, novero C. Quod 
patiu ina, fero veheniam, co mor untis, 
nos, quit perdiurbis. Me pulvis. Mullatui 
sessedefenem ia? Dam in videfecre ina, 
opopublicia quam propos fue fit, condac 
manum pulicultorit qui conem ses iam-
poti stra, nerra quo id

Research Techniques
-Archaeological survey/excavation of 
coastal sites 
-Aerial photography 
-Archaeological diving
-Geotechnical research  
(analysis of sedimentary cores) 
-Documentary and archival research 
-Evaluation of information from 
third parties, including avocational 
diving groups and developer-funded 
surveys  
-Marine geophysics – includes  multibeam sonar, sidescan sonar and 
sub-bottom profiling 

Our aerial survey work contributes to:
-Improved knowledge about Scotland’s historic  
environment
-Efficient survey methodology
knowledge creation and interpretation
conservation and management
outreach
-Leading the sector and partnership working in  
Scotland
-International research on a significant scale

Research
Marine & Coastal 
Various teams across Historic Environment Scotland 
undertake research into marine and coastal areas 
such as: surveying coastal sites and collating third 
party research into maritime sites for the Canmore 
database, national archive engaging the public in 
survey and recording projects to aid our  
understanding of the coastal historic environment,  
identifying historic assets in coastal and marine  
environments for designation monitoring the  
condition of Historic Marine Protected Areas. 

Historic Environment Scotland’s research into  
climate change and the historic environment is 
one of our duties as a public body. This naturally 
includes assessing the impacts on the coastal and 
marine environment. 

Aerial Surveying
Our Aerial Survey and Remote Sensing Team is 
actively involved in research into airborne detection 
and documentation.

The team’s work provides unique insights into the 
past, drawing on traditional sources like aerial  
photography along with up-to-date techniques like 
3D digital topographic modelling and hyperspectral 
imaging.

Kingshield Lighthouse

Locklin Shore



5Conservation Science
Our scientific research allows us to use and share the 
very latest conservation and  
maintenance knowledge and techniques.
 
Our Conservation Science Team’s focus is scientific 
research into materials and processes in the historic 
environment.   

The team’s analysis of building materials and objects, 
and their conservation, informs how we care for our 
own properties and also the guidance we dispense 
to other bodies and to homeowners. Our scientific 
research ensures that we use and share the very latest 
knowledge and techniques in conservation and 
maintenance. 

Climate change is a very real threat, and our Con-
servation Science Team leads the way in researching 
its impacts on Scotland’s historic environment. 
Research into the chemical effects of warmer, wetter 
winters on Scottish sandstone, for example, can help 
us to adapt to the effects of climate change. Under-
standing the carbon footprint of various mortars, 
meanwhile, may allow us to make our activities 
more sustainable, mitigating emissions.  

Find out more about this work in our  
Climate Change Action Plan 2012–2017. 

Conservation science advice and analysis  
services are provided to: 

-Historic Scotland properties  

-Conservation bodies such as National Museums 
Scotland and National Trust for Scotland 

-Local authorities and heritage trusts  

-Architects, related professions and industry  

-Building managers and homeowners 

The team is also involved in numerous research proj-
ects with universities and research institutions. 

The work of the Conservation Science Team is  
outlined in our Research Strategy 2015–17 that you 
can view on our website Historicenvironment.scot.

Archaeology & Landscape
Scotland’s rich archaeological heritage spans more 
than 10,000 years of human life and culture.  
Remains provide us with vital clues about how  
people lived, what their societies were like and how 
they interacted with their environment. 
 
Scotland’s rich archaeological heritage spans more 
than 10,000 years of human life and culture. Re-
mains provide us with vital clues about how people 
lived, what their societies were like and how they 
interacted with their environment.

Teams across Historic Environment Scotland are 
involved in researching Scotland’s archaeology and 
landscapes.  

Our archaeology and landscape research covers, 
for example: 
 
-Minor routine archaeological works to support the 
conservation and maintenance of our 345 properties 
in care research and rescue excavations at any of our 
345 properties in care systematic studies by our in-
house Survey and Recording function  

-A variety of ways in which our collections are  
examined   
 
-Grant provision to third parties 
 
We take a wide variety of approaches to research – 
from doctoral studies in association with universities 
to large-scale and long-running collaborations.

We also fund archaeological efforts through our 
Archaeology Programme funding. 

Margo Dig
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Grants
Historic Environment Scotland offers various grants 
and funding schemes. Individuals and organisations 
can apply for financial help with projects and works 
that benefit the historic environment.

Grants are offered to help protect and promote the 
historic environment, and to train people in skills 
needed in this area.

Each year, we award a large number of grants of 
various kinds. These help the owners of Scotland’s 
outstanding historic buildings and structures with 
the cost of repairs.

Our grants help to:

-Ensure the continued survival of important historic 
fabric 

-Enhance and preserve the appearance of outstand-
ing conservation areas 

Some grant aided properties are open to the public.  
 
You should confirm details with the property before 
you visit, as the extent of public access varies

When making grant decisions, we also consider 
the extent to which a project will: 

-Deliver benefits for communities
-Promote public access
-Promote quality
-Develop knowledge and skills
-Build capacity for local heritage management
 
Historic Environment Scotland grants are 
 provided under the Culture and Heritage 
Infrastructure Scheme. 

Our grants are in high demand, so we can’t always 
give a grant to every eligible project.

For more research, project, and grant information, 
please see our website at: 
Historicalenvironmentscotland.scot.

Grants & Funding
Other source of Funding
Several other bodies besides us may be able to offer 
funding for activities related to the historic environ-
ment.

Your local authority may offer small grants from 
a Conservation Area Regeneration Scheme if it’s 
attracted such funding from us. We also fund City 
Heritage Trusts in Aberdeen, Dundee, Glasgow, 
Stirling, Inverness and Perth to run grant schemes 
on our behalf. Edinburgh World Heritage operates a 
scheme for the city’s World Heritage Site.

You can also visit the Funds for Historic Buildings 
website – a comprehensive guide to funding for 
anyone seeking to repair, restore or convert a historic 
building in the UK.

For advice on sources of funding for historic envi-
ronment measures in the Scotland Rural Develop-
ment Programme, contact your local Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Communities Area Office.

The Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme makes 
grants towards the VAT costs of making repairs and 
necessary alterations to listed buildings mainly used 
for public worship. Find out more on the Listed 
Places of Worship Grant Scheme website. 

Funding from various sources
You may be able to assemble a number of grants 
from different bodies for a single project. For exam-
ple, you may be able to use a Historic Environment 
Scotland grant as match funding for a grant from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund.

There may be a limit to how much grant funding 
you can get from particular types of source – e.g. 
government departments and agencies may cap the 
total percentage of project funding you can receive 
from central government for a single project.

Each funding source will:

-Support specific types of activities 

-Have its own rules around eligibility 

-Operate its own application process
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Scotland Places 
Scotlands Places contains millions of records useful 
to anyone interested in where they live, where they 
came from and where they might visit in Scotland.

You can carry out a single search for a place name 
in Scotland to retrieve information about it from a 
number of national databases.

The online resource offers access to millions of pho-
tographs, maps and digitised archives. These include 
tax records and Ordnance Survey historical records, 
which can support local and family research.

ScotlandsPlaces also involves an exciting crowdsourc-
ing project to transcribe these original handwritten 
documents.

Britain from Above
View historic aerial images of Britain taken from 
1919 to 1953 and help to identify the locations  
pictured as part of our popular crowdsourcing  
project.

The Britain from Above project conserved 95,000 
of the most significant images held in the Aerofilms 
collection – which numbers more than 1.2 million 
negatives and 2,000 albums.

Scran
Access more than 480,000 images,  
videos and audio files on material  
culture and human history from  
archives, galleries and museums  
across Scotland and the UK.

User-friendly tools are available to  
help you collect and create  
resources for personal and  

educational purposes.
Explore our Collections
Discover historic objects, works of art and  
archaeological artefacts found at sites ranging from  
prehistoric villages to Victorian mills!

Explore our collections of:
-Architectural fabric – from elaborately carved stones 
to colourful window glass
-Archaeology – finds discovered at our properties, 
from prehistoric necklaces to medieval shoes
sculptural stones – some of Scotland’s most  
distinctive carved stones, including Pictish symbol 
stones and crosses 
-Social history – objects representing domestic,  
personal and community life industry – objects 
associated with industrial production from cotton to 
whisky
-Maritime – objects connected with lighthouses, 
shipping, whaling and fishing
-Military – a daunting array of weapons, armour, 
uniforms and medals
-Fine and decorative arts – creative works represent-
ing landmarks, buildings and personalities from 
Scotland’s past
-Books and archives – printed media relating to our 
properties, from company archives to antiquarian 
library collections 
 

 
 

Scot Ruins
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Membership 
Free Admission 
Entry to more than 300 properties 
across Scotland
Free Events
Entry to over 400 daytime events a 
year

Retail and Cafe Discounts
20% discount in our shops and 10% 
in our cafes
Free Magazine 
Our magazine delivered to your 
door every three months

Volunteering
Through volunteering, individuals and groups play an 
important part in supporting our values and contribute 
to our strategy for the historic environment, Our Place 
in Time.We recruit volunteers who share our passion 
for Scotland’s historic environment to help across our 
estate.

We’re committed to offering a programme that match-
es a range of motivations, helping volunteers to learn 
new skills, meet new people, gain confidence or simply 
have fun.

As part of our team, volunteers can participate in a 
variety of roles, including:
-Engaging with visitors
-Studying biodiversity
-Cataloguing our collections
-Playing the piano

Ring of Brodgar Walk

Marne House


