
What we’re doing...
- The Grand Rapids Urban Forest Project is an ini-
tiative of  Friends of  Grand Rapids Parks in partner-
ship with the City of  Grand Rapids to engage our 
whole community in planting and growing a larger, 
healthier urban forest.

- Parks Alive is a new joint venture between Friends 
of  Grand Rapids Parks and the City of  Grand Rap-
ids to reclaim and sustain parks through volunteer-
ism and sponsorship.

Our Annual Events
- Green Gala is Grand Rapids’ greenest bash of  the 
year. Our signature fundraising event not only raises 
awareness of  the value of  great parks but also serves 
as the catalyst for our ongoing work to protect, en-
hance, and expand parks and public spaces. 

- WinterWest is a  festival of  events aimed at getting 
people out to enjoy the weather in west Michigan!

- Each spring we host an event to update our friends 
on the progress we are making toward our goals, 
recognize key partners, and to announce upcoming 
projects and opportunities.

- Downtown Grand Rapids Inc. and Friends of  
Grand Rapids Parks are partnering again this sum-
mer to offer six free movies underneath the stars in 
Downtown Grand Rapids for Movies in the Park! 
Movies are held at Ah-Nab-Awen Park located in 
front of  the Presidential Museum on the Grand 
River. Movie-themed activities start at 6pm followed 
by the movie, beginning at dusk.

Get in touch!
616-456-3696
648 Monroe NW , Suite 312D
grand rapids, michigan 49503

SHANNON COHEN
Interim Director
interim@friendsofgrparks.org 

RACHEL SKYLIS
Volunteer & Project Coordinator
810.358.9324
rachel@friendsofgrparks.org 

YIOVANNY CORNEJO
Neighborhood Liaison
616.710.8774
yiovanny@friendsofgrparks.org 

MARGARET STUDER
Urban Forest Project Coordinator
269.921.0592
margaret@friendsofgrparks.org

Board of  Directors:
Kristin Quinn, President
Bill Kirk, Vice President
Monica Steimle, Treasurer
Elizabeth Hoffman-Ransford, Secretary
Donald DeGraaf, Mark Holzbach, Mike Lomonaco, 
Kevin Patterson, Eddie Tadlock, LaTarro Traylor



Volunteer!

Whether you have an hour, a day, or 
even more time to give, we have an 
opportunity for you, and the list keeps 
growing. Map a tree. Lead or take part 
in a volunteer planting event. Become 
a strategic partner. Develop an idea for 
NeighborWoods™ Month and apply 
for a mini-grant. Each of  us comes 
with unique gifts, talents, and creativ-
ity that can play an important part in 
helping our urban forest grow.

Help reclaim and sustain a 
neighborhood park!

Parks Alive is a joint venture between 
Friends of  Grand Rapids Parks and 
the City of  Grand Rapids to reclaim 
and sustain parks through volunteerism 
and sponsorship. Community leader-
ship, in the form of  Parks Alive Lead-
ers, is critical to creating a great park 
system. Our hope is that all of  our 
neighborhood parks can be represented 
by a Parks Alive Leadership group who 
will help us coordinate volunteer proj-
ects, participate in unique fundraising 
and sponsorship events, and cast a 

vision for the future of  each park.
Do you have a group of  people inter-
ested in making a difference in one 
of  our many parks? Family, friends, 
coworkers, small groups … you’re all 
invited to get involved! We’re happy 
to coordinate a project with you—no 
matter the time-frame or the group-
size we can work with you to create a 
rewarding volunteer experience.
Or you can DONATE instead!

Who we are...
The Friends of  Grand Rapids Parks is 
an independent, citizen led, nonprofit 
enterprise founded in 2008, working 
closely with but separate from the City, 
with the mission to identify specific 
park projects, mobilize people, and 
generate resources to protect, enhance, 
and expand the City’s parks and public 
spaces. In a nutshell, we make park im-
provement projects happen by bringing 
together neighbors, park users, the City, 
funders, volunteers and contractors.

We believe that vibrant parks and 
public spaces are essential to support 
the community’s economic compet-
itiveness, environmental health and 
cultural well-being. We understand that 
a healthy park system is a long-term 
commitment.

Volunteers planting a new park tree for Arbor Day.


